NORTHGATE Update – October 2000


Workshops for siting public facilities in Northgate will be held October 26-28 and December 1-2

The City of Seattle, King County, and Sound Transit are sponsoring a coordinated public process as they move toward making decisions about siting public facilities in Northgate.  This effort builds on the Northgate Area Comprehensive Plan and Northgate Town Center Visioning Charrette.

“Northgate area citizens have invested a lot of themselves in seeing that opportunities to turn this community into a true urban center are not lost,” says Seattle Mayor Paul Schell. “This is our unique opportunity to combine our individual outreach and planning efforts so, together, we can create an urban center that is better than the sum of its parts.”

Purpose:  Look collectively at the public projects currently in planning in the Northgate core area, including the library, community center, potential new park, transit facilities and light rail station.

Goal:  Develop a coordinated strategy that ensures these public investments enhance one another and create opportunities for open space, pedestrian and transit oriented development, and creation of a focal point for the community.

Commitment:  Seattle, King County and Sound Transit have agreed to use these workshops to consider jointly the siting, interrelationships and implementation of their respective projects.

Who should attend?

Any resident, employee, employer or businessowner interested in siting of public and private facilities in Northgate.  Both workshops include community and stakeholder participation.  

How will the workshops inform decision making?

The October workshop, Understanding Northgate, will bring in professional expertise to help establish the transportation, urban design, environmental and market needs for the area.  Community members, stakeholders and agencies will define the elements they want to see in development alternatives.

During November, technical consultant and stakeholder teams will use elements and priorities from the first workshop to develop a range of siting options for the Northgate core.

At the December workshop, Refining Our Choices, community members, stakeholders and agencies will reconvene to refine the development alternatives.  The refined alternatives will help inform final decisions by participating agencies. 

What will happen at the workshops?

Understanding Northgate workshop

October 26, 27, and 28

Calvary Temple


6810 8th Avenue, NE

This location is easily accessed via I-5’s NE 65th exit, in the Roosevelt neighborhood.  Parking is free.  Metro buses 48, 66 and 67 stop nearby, or call Metro at 553-3000 for more transit information.


Thursday, October 26, 5:30-9:30 p.m.  There will be technical reports on urban design, transportation, environmental and the real estate market.  The public is invited to participate.

Friday, October 27, 8:15 a.m.–5 p.m.  Work teams comprised of community members and stakeholders, agency staff and technical consultants will review the technical reports and define elements that should be considered in development alternatives.  The public is invited to observe the team sessions.

Saturday, October 28, 10 a.m.–1:30 p.m.   Teams will report out their preferred elements for inclusion in development alternatives.  The public is invited to review and comment upon team reports.

Refining Our Choices workshop

December 1 and 2


Location to be determined

Friday, December 1, 5-7 p.m.  Technical and stakeholder teams will host an open house that presents a range of development alternatives based on the elements defined in the October workshop.   The public is invited to review the alternatives and participate in discussion.

Saturday, December 2, 8:45 a.m.-5 p.m.  Working teams and community members will refine development alternatives to forward to public agencies.  These alternatives will help inform decision making on siting and other elements of public facilities and capital investments in Northgate.  The public is invited to participate in all discussions.

For more information:  Please call Deirdre Grace, Seattle Department of Neighborhoods, at (206) 684-8896 or e-mail her at deirdre.grace@ci.seattle.wa.us for directions or accommodation for a disability.


